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5. AU Adopts Agricultural Development Strategy
for Next Decade

ENA: January 12, 2025

African nations on Saturday adopted a new strategy to
advance agricultural development and food systems, a
The 10-year strategy and action plan to implement the
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development
Program (CAADP), along with a consensus document
titled the Kampala Declaration, were announced on
Saturday at the conclusion of the African Union
Extraordinary Summit on CAADP in Kampala, the
capital of Uganda.

Under the new framework, African countries
committed to intensify sustainable food production by
increasing agri-food output by 45 percent by 2035 and
reducing post-harvest losses by 50 percent.

They also agreed to boost investment and financing in
the agricultural sector, aiming to raise 100 billion U.S.
dollars in public and private investments by 2035.

To achieve these goals, African countries urge
collective commitment from governments,
parliaments, food producers, the private sector and
civil society to translate decisions into tangible results.

https://www.ena.et/web/eng/w/eng 5779942

6. New coffee strategy aims to position country as
second-largest global coffee exporter by 2033

Capital: January 13, 2025

The new coffee strategy and roadmap aim to position
Ethiopia as the world’s second-largest coffee bean
exporter within eight years, while also increasing the
country’s hard currency revenues by more than six
times. Ethiopia, known as the birthplace of coffee and
home to over 10,000 distinct varieties, currently earns
relatively little from this vital industry, despite coffee
being one of the most traded commodities globally.
Since coffee was first discovered in the ninth century
in Keffa, located in western Ethiopia, it has been
marketed internationally and is commonly regarded
as the second most traded commodity by volume,
following crude oil. The Ethiopian Coffee and Tea
Authority (ECTA), established in 2016, has initiated
several projects to promote the marketing and
development of the coffee industry. Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed has projected that Ethiopia will rank
among the top coffee exporters in the coming years.

https://capitalethiopia.com/2025/01/13/

7. Fuel subsidies drive price stabilization fund debt
to 133 billion birr
Capita : January 13, 2025
The Ethiopian government’s fuel subsidies have
significantly increased the debt of the Price Stabilization
Fund, now totaling 133 billion birr over the past five
months, according to the Petroleum and Energy
Authority. Of this amount, 30 billion birr is attributed to
subsidized payments, highlighting the growing financial
strain on the government.
Sahrela Abdullahi, Director General of the Petroleum and
Energy Authority, presented these figures during a
session of the House of People’s Representatives. He
noted that the failure to adjust oil prices in recent years
has severely depleted the funds originally allocated for
price stabilization. The fund’s reserves have dwindled
from 58 billion birr to 133 billion birr in just five months
of the current fiscal year.
Sahrela explained that despite stable global oil prices,
the government’s losses have escalated. He stated, “The
loss of 58 billion birr in July 2016 has now risen to 133
billion birr due to increasing debt from fuel subsidies.”
This alarming trend was discussed during a session
where lawmakers adopted a new bill aimed at regulating
the trading system for petroleum products.
https://capitalethiopia.com/2025/01/13
8. Court orders injunction on Addis Chamber’s
controversial election plans
Reporter: January 11, 2025
A judge at the Federal First Instance Court has placed an
injunction order on the Addis Ababa Chamber of
Commerce and Sectoral Associations (AACCSA), freezing
plans by President Mesenbet Shenkute and other
members of senior management to hold elections during
an upcoming general assembly.
Judge Gerawerk Yitbarek of the Court’s Trade and
Investment Bench signed the order, which will remain in
place until the Chamber’s members and management
can come to an amicable solution to a dispute involving
sudden changes to the organization’s election bylaws.
Chamber management, led by Mesenbet, recently called
a general assembly in order to hold elections without the
involvement of the Chamber’s candidate screening
committee, which is a breach of the organization’s rules,
according to the plaintiff.
The Chamber’s regulations state an election can only
move ahead after candidates have been approved by the
election credential committee. However, Mesenbet and
other senior leaders recently scrapped the committee.
The development came as the Chamber prepared to
organize its critical but much-delayed general assembly
and election.
The vote would mark the end of Mesenbet’s term at the
head of the organization.
https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/43316




