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5. Privilege dilemma puts WTO accession on fast
track

Reporter: March 29, 2025
Gov’t intent on joining before losing LDC status

Ethiopia is intent on expediting its bid to join the
World Trade Organization (WTO) in a bid to exploit
special privileges extended only to Least Developed
Countries (LDCs). Chief negotiator and Trade Minister
Kassahun Gofe (PhD) says delaying the accession
process to gain latecomer advantage will likely do
more harm than good.

The Trade Minister highlighted the federal
government’s interest in accelerating the accession
process during a press brief organized in the wake of
the fifth WTO working party meeting in Geneva on
march 19. The meeting was called to review the
Elements of the Draft Working Party Report and
documents submitted by Ethiopia including the
revised goods and services offer, legislative action
plan, and responses to various questions received
from Member States pertaining to state trading,
import licensing and subsidies among other things.

In addition, Ethiopia also reported on the status of the

bilateral market access negotiations which it held with
eleven countries in a bid to conclude the negotiations
by early March 2026.

https://www.thereporterethiopia.com /44469

6. Regional Integration, AfCFTA Essential for
Advancing Cross-border Transport Dev’t in Africa

ENA: April 2, 2025

The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA) stressed that regional integration and the
African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) are
essential for advancing cross-border transport
development in Africa.

The 2025 Annual General Meeting of the African
Transport Policy Programme (SSATP) was held
Cotonou to discuss on regional transport priorities,
institutional reform, and digital innovation.

The meeting was held under the theme “Strengthened
Governance for Safe, Sustainable, and Decarbonized
Transport in Africa: Enhancing Institutional Capacity
through Regional Collaboration.”

The event brought together approximately 250
participants, including transport ministers from member
countries of the African Transport Policy Programme
(SSATP), development partners, technical experts, and
representatives from the private sector

Over four days, participants examined critical issues
such as regional connectivity, urban mobility, road
safety, and the management and financing of resilient
road assets.

https://www.ena.et/web/eng/w/eng 6298725

7. China-Africa Development Fund Keen to
Participate in Ethiopia’s New Airport Project

ENA: April 1, 2025
Ethiopia’s ambassador to China, Tefera Derbew engaged
in a productive discussion with Yu Zhuorui, Vice
President of the China-Africa Development Fund (CAD).
They addressed various mutual cooperation
opportunities and concerns shared by both countries.
The Ambassador emphasized the necessity of
strengthening existing partnerships and diversifying
investments, particularly focusing on projects such as
the new international airport and highlighted recent
developments from Ethio-telecom and Ethiopian
Investment Holding Groups.
He outlined the economic development trajectory of
Ethiopia and invited CAD Fund to explore investment
opportunities within the nation.
China-Africa Development Fund was established in 2006
as one of the eight policy measures proposed by the
Chinese government during the Beijing Summit of the
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation to promote practical
cooperation between China and African countries.
https://www.ena.et/web/eng/w/eng 6291795

8. Ethiopia’s debt restructuring deal can serve to
enhance currency reserve

Ethiopian Press: April 1,2025
Debt restructuring is a critical component of financial
management that can significantly influence the success
and sustainability of both individuals and organizations.
In an increasingly complex financial landscape,
understanding the nuances of debt restructuring is
essential for effective financial planning and strategy. It
brings numerous values that pave the way for achieving
financial goals.
One of the primary objectives of debt restructuring is to
optimize cash flow. According to the Ministry of Finance,
the nation earns about USD 3 billion from its export
trade. The other major means of earning foreign
currency is remittance, which recently reached to USD 6
billion. Its import bill has reached to billion Dollars.
Hence, to balance the deficit, the government has
resorted to secure finance from external sources in the
form of loan and grant.
https://press.et/herald/?p=113063




