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5. AflDB downgrades Africa growth outlook but
sees signs of resilience

Africa news 27 May 2025

The African Development Bank (AfDB) has
downgraded Africa’s growth forecast for the next two
years amid what it described as "unprecedented
global circumstances" and "seismic shifts in the trade
policies of major economies."

Significant aid cuts will also hit low-income countries on the
continent, Tuesday's African Economic Outlook report warned.

Overall, the bank is projecting growth of 3.9 percent for 2025
and 4 percent for 2026 - a downgrade of 0.2 and 0.4 points
respectively.

Despite ongoing uncertainty, 21 African countries are still
expected to see economic growth of more than 5 percent this
year, resilience the bank ascribes to effective domestic reforms,
relative  diversification and improved macroeconomic
management over the last decade.

https://www.africanews.com/2025/05/27/

6. Afreximbank Seeking to Expand Intervention in
Ethiopia by Engaging with Business Communities

ENA: May 30, 2025

The African Import-Export Bank (Afreximbank) expressed
desire to expand its intervention in Ethiopia beyond the
banking sector by engaging with the business
communities in order to unpack the Bank’s tried and
tested programs.

Afreximbank’s East African regional office will hold a
roadshow, themed “Empowering Ethiopia’s growth:
Catalysing Trade, Investment and Industrialization
through tailored Afreximbank solutions,” in Addis Ababa,
from 2-3 June. Afreximbank is a Pan-African multilateral
financial institution established in 1993 with a broad
objective of promoting intra- and extra-African trade.

The Bank boasts of 53 African member states as well as
12 Caribbean member states, enabling it to further
extend its funding activities and programs to states
within the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).
Afreximbank has seven regional offices located in key
markets across Africa and the Caribbean covering
operations in respective sub-regions, namely Egypt,
Uganda, Zimbabwe, Cameroon, Nigeria, Cote d’lvoire
and Barbados.

https://www.ena.et/web/eng/w/eng 6685913

7. Horticulture Association Unveils Digital Training
Platform in Bid to Boost Productivity
Reporter: May 31, 2025

The Ethiopian Horticulture Producers and Exporters Association
(EHPEA) has launched a digital learning platform its members
hope will help bridge knowledge gaps, increase productivity, and
ensure compliance with both national and international
standards.

The platform, dubbed ‘Horti-Campus’, was developed with
financing from the French Development Agency and the
European Union. TradeMark Africa, a non-profit based in
Nairobi, will coordinate the implementation of the program.
Developers are optimistic the platform will help capacity building
in Ethiopia’s horticulture industry by offering flexible,
interactive, and impactful training to professionals nationwide.
The platform features a wide range of learning modules covering
critical topics such as Good Agricultural Practices (GAP),
environmental sustainability, post-harvest handling, export
procedures, and occupational health and safety.
https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/45355/

8. Digital Ethiopia Strategy 2025 raises financial
inclusion to 65% pending literacy task ahead

By significantly elevating Ethiopia’s financial service
coverage in the past five years, the Digital Ethiopia
Strategy 2025 (DES 2025) has portrayed the strong muscle
of a Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) in fundamentally
transforming a poor and lagging finance system in a
developing economy.

For a country of about 130 million people, 28 banks and
more than 50 microfinance institutions were able to
extend financial services to only 46% of the population
until two years ago.

However, according to the latest report by the National
Bank of Ethiopia, the financial coverage has climbed to
about 65% thanks to the aggressive implementation of
the DES 2025, as indicated in the Ethiopia Finance Forum
held recently here in Addis Ababa.

According to Girum Fekadu, Digital Financial Services Risk
Manager at the Ethiopian Postal Service, and Brand
Ambassador at AfricaNenda Foundation, the all-out
efforts carried out by the government to roll out the
digital economy in the past five years were fundamental
in fortifying the overall digital ecosystem in the country
while specially giving momentum to the encouraging level
of DFS so far.

“The DFS ecosystem is overall good, dynamic and rapidly
evolving. EthSwitch has played a big role in availing the
P2P, and P2M services. A total of 445,000 financial access
points are active at the moment. This includes the
415,084 cash or mobile money agents, 10,551 ATM
machines, 14,030 POS machines as well as the scores of
fintechs and DFS operators like Telebirr, and Mpesa.”
https://press.et/herald/?p=116187




