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5. Gov't Bonds Set to Debut on Securities
Exchange Next Month

The Reporter: June 14, 2025
ESX chief calls on diaspora to invest

The government is preparing to roll out the sale
of bonds through the newly formed Ethiopian
Securities Exchange (ESX) in a move aimed at
deepening domestic debt financing and
attracting foreign investment.

The initiative, scheduled to begin in July 2025,
marks a significant shift in short-term treasury
instruments diversifications. The announcement
was made by Tilahun Kassahun (PhD), CEO of the
Exchange, during a high-level forum organized on
June 10,2025, under the theme Fostering
Renewed Connections Between the Economy and
Foreign Affairs Sectors: Towards an Enhanced
Economic Diplomacy by the Institute of Foreign
Affairs.

https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/45632/

6. Austerity over Ambition: Experts Slam
Ethiopia’s New Budget as IMF-Driven Burden

The Reporter: June 14, 2025

The government’s new 1.93 trillion Birr federal
budget—its first since signing a USD 3.4 billion
agreement with the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and World Bank last May—is drawing
sharp criticism from economists and financial
experts who warn it reflects foreign dictates
more than local priorities.

Economic analyst KebourGhenna describes the
budget as “an economic obituary for the public
sector,” pointing to its lack of new infrastructure
projects, domestic manufacturing stimulus,
income tax relief, or meaningful support for the
poor.

https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/45638/

7. Existing Global Trade Policies Validate Urgency of
Fast-tracking AfCFTA: Afreximbank
ENA: June 18, 2025
President of African Export—Import Bank (Afreximbank),
Professor Benedict Oramah addressed the implications of
shifting global trade policies, including the reintroduction
of reciprocal tariffs by the U.S., noting that such
developments further validate the urgency of fast-tracking
the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).
In a powerful exchange moderated by Michael Rheinegger
of the Swiss-African Business Circle on the sidelines of the
Swiss-Africa Business Day, Afreximbank President joined
WTO Director-General Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-lweala for an
insightful conversation on Africa’s evolving trade
landscape, policy shifts, and the continent’s evolving
partnerships.
Prof. Oramah emphasized that the current global trade
issues highlight the critical need to expedite the AfCFTA
process.
With intra-African trade still accounting for less than 18
percent of total trade, the AfCFTA provides a viable
mechanism to build resilient value chains, stimulate
industrial growth, and reduce reliance on external
markets.
https://www.ena.et/web/eng/w/eng 6785445
8. China-Africa Economic and Trade Expo: Forging a new
area of partnership
Ethiopian Press: June 17, 2025
The Permanent Exhibition Hall of the China-Africa
Economic and Trade Expo is located in the China-Africa
Economic and Trade Cooperation, Promotion, and
Innovation Demonstration Park in the Yuhua Block,
Changsha Area, China (Hunan) Pilot Free Trade Zone.
It is a public service platform for the exhibition and sales
of African products and trade with Africa. As a major
project of Hunan Province, it aims to create a perpetual
China-Africa Economic and Trade Expo.
The first session of China-Africa Economic and Trade Expo
(CAETE) took place in Changsha, Hunan, in June 2019.
With the theme of “Win-Win Cooperation for closer
China-Africa Economic and Trade Partnership”, guided by
the “Eight Major Initiatives”, it focused on key areas such
as trade, agriculture, investment, financing, cooperation
parks and infrastructure. Over 30 activities have been
conducted, including thematic seminars, professional
forums, trade talks, exhibitions, and field visits, according
to a source.
Representatives from 53 African countries that have
diplomatic relations with China, 30
ministries/commissions under the central government,
12-plus international organizations including the African
Union, and 30 provinces/municipalities/autonomous
regions in China participated in the expo and exhibition
https://press.et/herald/?p=117316




