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5. IMF Pushes Ethiopia to Remove FX Restrictions
Reporter: July 19, 2025

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is urging the
Ethiopian government to remove exchange rate
restrictions on capital account transactions—
restrictions it says bring up the cost of using the
formal market.

The suggestion comes following the third review of
Ethiopia’s USD 3.4 billion extended credit facility
program, whose launch a year ago coincided with a
milestone decision to shift to a market-determined
foreign exchange rate.

While the Birr has depreciated significantly over the
past 12 months, regulators at the National Bank of
Ethiopia (NBE) have introduced restrictions on
foreign exchange (FX) accounts, including increased
limits for debit card withdrawals and a cap on bank
fees for FX transactions.

In a comprehensive report published this week, the
IMF underscored that “policy efforts should continue
to focus on developing a well-functioning and unified
FX market to enable efficient and transparent FX
allocation. A key priority is the phased removal of
remaining exchange rate restrictions on current
account transactions which increase the costs of using
the formal market, or leave some demand for FX
unsatisfied, driving parallel market demand.”

https://www.thereporterethiopia.com /46114

6. PM Abiy Urges for Predictable Funding for
Agriculture, Infrastructure in Africa

ENA: July 28, 2025

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed emphasized the need for
predictable and concessional financing in Africa to
support  investments in  agriculture, rural
transformation, infrastructure, and nutrition.

The 2nd United Nations Food Systems Summit
Stocktake (UNFSS+4) kicked off this morning in Addis
Ababa, in the presence of several heads of state and
delegations from international organizations.

Abiy said on the occasion that despite progress, the
African continent faces mounting challenges

“Yet Africa can feed itself and help feed the world, but
this requires first development finance,” he
underlined.

https://www.ena.et/web/eng/w/eng 7024802

7.Ethiopia’s economic policy and performance
catching attention of foreign investors

Ethiopian press: July 25, 2025
Ethiopia is one of the most populous countries in Africa,
next to Nigeria, with more than 130 million people.
About 70 percent of the population is below the age of
30 and this implies that the nation not only has an
abundant working force but also consumes potential and
creates markets for various kinds of products.
The nation also has abundant natural resources,
including 15 agro-ecology zones from mountain forests
up to arid places. Within these geographical areas there
are numerous resources; among others, vast arable
lands, surface and underground waters and seasonal
rainfalls. The availability of precious mines also can
attract both local and foreign investments.
So far, to tap natural resources and to change them into
wealth, the government has created an enabling
environment for investors, including stretching
infrastructures, boosting the energy power of the
nation’s capacity, modernizing ICT technology,
simplifying customs service provision, and gaining
access to loans. In addition to this, the government
introduced new laws by revoking the old ones to ease
bureaucratic hurdles.
Taking the situation as a good opportunity, foreign
investors from China, Turkey, India and other countries
came here and invested their money, technology and
knowledge and experience and contributed a lot to the
nation’s economic growth. They are engaged in the
manufacturing, agriculture and service sectors.
https://press.et/herald/?p=119615

8.Ethiopian Airlines expands aircraft maintenance
capabilities beyond Africa

Ethiopian: July 27, 2025
Ethiopian Airlines has officially inaugurated a series of
cutting-edge aircraft maintenance facilities, significantly
expanding its Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO)
capabilities to serve not only Ethiopian carriers but also
aircraft from across Africa and beyond.
The airline unveiled three major new facilities: a wide-
body aircraft hangar, an advanced component
maintenance center, and a highly automated warehouse.
According to Mesfin Tasew, CEO of Ethiopian Airlines
Group, these new additions boost the airline’s airframe
maintenance capacity by 50% and solidify its position as
the leading MRO hub on the continent.
“Our new facilities will enable us not only to maintain
Ethiopian Airlines’ own growing fleet, but also to offer
high-standard aircraft maintenance services to other
African and Middle Eastern carriers,” Mesfin told CGTN.
He added that the investments reflect the airline’s long-
term vision to strengthen Africa’s aviation self-reliance.
https://press.et/herald /?p=119711




