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5. Ministry Urges Exporters to Harness AfCFTA
Opportunities
ENA: October 27, 2025

The Ministry of Trade and Regional Integration has called
on the export sector to take full advantage of the
opportunities created by the African Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA) to achieve stronger export
performance.

Samuel Gizaw, AfCFTA Desk Coordinator at the
Ministry, told ENA that the implementation of the
agreement presents a vast market potential, given Africa’s
large population and growing annual GDP.

He emphasized that the business community and other
stakeholders should actively seize these opportunities.
Samuel noted that the AfCFTA is not only aimed at
reducing tariffs but also at simplifying complex trade
procedures, which will enhance competitiveness in the
continental market.

“The agreement will help our exporters become more
competitive and increase export trade at a rapid pace,” he
said, urging businesses to prepare to make the most of the
new market opportunities.

Exporters have also confirmed that the implementation of
the agreement has already had a positive impact by
expanding  destination  markets and increasing
competitiveness in African markets.

Khalifa Hussein, Chairman of the Board of the Ethiopian
Meat Producers and Exporters Association, told ENA that
the launch of the AfCFTA will provide vast market
opportunities across African countries.
https://www.ena.et/web/eng/w/eng_7599573

6. Ethiopia And Viet Nam Strengthen Trade,
Investment, And WTO Collaboration

FMC: Nov 7, 2025
Ethiopia and Viet Nam held constructive talks today to
advance Ethiopia’s accession to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) and further strengthen bilateral
trade and investment relations.
The Permanent Representative of Ethiopia to the United
Nations Office at Geneva and other international
organizations, Tsegab Kebebew, met with Viet Nam’s
Permanent Representative to the UN, WTO, and other
international organizations, Mai Phan Dung, to discuss
issues of mutual interest within the framework of
Ethiopia’s WTO accession.
Both sides welcomed the positive momentum in bilateral
market access negotiations, with Tsegab emphasizing
Ethiopia’s readiness to finalize discussions by the end of
November 2025
https://www.fanamc.com/english/

7. Regulators Seek to Bar Sub-Investment-Grade
Banks from Entering Ethiopian Market

The Reporter: November 8, 2025

Foreign banks seeking to operate through subsidiaries in
Ethiopia will be admitted only if they hold an investment
grade credit rating of at least BBB- or its equivalent,
according to a directive in the making at the National
Bank of Ethiopia (NBE).

The draft ‘Requirements for Licensing and Renewal of
Banking Business and Representative Office Directive’
seeks to set entry standards for foreign entrants and
marks the first time that Ethiopia has made an external
credit-rating threshold a statutory prerequisite for
market access.

The draft requires any foreign bank wishing to establish
a subsidiary, branch or representative office to submit a
formal “no-objection letter” from its home supervisory
authority directly to the NBE.

An assurance from the Bank’s home supervisory
authority is also expected to confirm the applicant is in
good financial standing, maintains the home supervisor’s
risk management standards, meets prudential
requirements and has been rated investment grade,
“that is, at least BBB- or BAA or equivalent, by rating
agencies such as Standard & Poor’s, Fitch or Moody’s.”

https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/47707/

8.Ethiopian Company Launches Affordable Solar Stove
to Boost Clean Cooking Access

EBC: Nov 5,2025 Green Scene Energy Plc has introduced
"Tolo,"” a new line of locally manufactured solar-powered
cooking stoves, aimed at making clean cooking more
accessible, especially in off-grid rural areas of Ethiopia. The
Tolo stove is priced significantly below market competitors,
costing 25-30 percent less than similar infrared
stoves. Designed to operate on solar energy via Direct
Current Charging (DCC), the stove can function both on and
off the national grid, offering a clean, efficient alternative to
traditional biomass and charcoal cooking methods."Tolo is
designed for households that lack electricity as well as users
seeking cleaner and more efficient alternatives," said Rekike
Bekele, CEO of Green Scene Energy. The company,
founded in 2016, is producing the stoves at its factory in
Addis Ababa, with a capacity of over 200 units daily.
Green Scene Energy plans to distribute the Tolo stoves
through a flexible pay-as-you-go model via micro finance
institutions and local retailers Clean Cooking
Programme (2035).




